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Welcome back to Ethica Extra! 

What a week! School grades, AYP, and lots of action on those two amendments that would directly affect education. Who said education takes the summer off?

Cheryl




	Florida To Grade SES Providers...Next Year
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Courtesy of my favorite Florida education BLOG, The Gradebook (Tampa Tribune) 

Now that Florida's adequate yearly progress ratings are out, parents should soon learn whether their children qualify for free after school tutoring under the No Child Left Behind Act.

The Title I schools that didn't make the mark will hold fairs where parents can meet the providers who are offering to work on their kids' skills after the school day ends. But how will they know whether they're choosing an effective tutor? 

Florida has yet to comply with the NCLB rule that directs states to bar tutoring firms that fail for two consecutive years to increase the academic performance of the students they serve from participating in the program. The providers, in other words, don't get the same kind of report cards that the schools get.

That should change soon, though, thanks to the passage of SB 1414, which Gov. Crist signed into law a month ago. That law requires the Department of Education to grade all participating tutors on an A-F scale just like the schools.

A department spokeswoman tells the Gradebook that officials are working on the system and will report tutors' grades in March 2009, as required.

Jeff Solochek 


	Title III Report to Congress 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 designed a complicated new relationship between Titles I and III, but the US Department of Education has not, to date, articulated this connection in a workable way. Readers of the proposed Title III interpretations will have noticed the overlapping definitions, and the Title I monitoring protocol has examined states' compliance under Title III, but links between these two titles haven't exactly made headlines. 

In an interesting move (and interesting timing), the US Department of Education announced last week that it is moving Title III responsibilities to the Title I group, now called Student Achievement and School Accountability (SASA). 

The following is the e-mail announcement from Federal Title I Director Zollie Stevenson:

    Hello State Title I Directors:

    I am writing to let you know that the U.S. Department of Education will move the administration of the Title III State formula grant program from the Office of English Language Acquisition (OELA) to the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) Student Achievement and School Accountability (SASA) Programs. We are making this change to ensure that the Department has in place a coordinated, consistent, and comprehensive system for administering the program, including the monitoring of States' and districts' compliance with Title I and Title III program and fiscal requirements. This change will put the administrative duties, including the monitoring and enforcement responsibilities of the State formula grants under Title I and Title III, in the same office so that the staff can more easily and effectively work together, better coordinate their monitoring and enforcement efforts, and provide more consistent guidance to States regarding Title I and Title III programs for limited English proficient (LEP) students.

    OELA will continue to focus on national policy and programmatic issues related to LEP students, including ensuring that quality language instruction educational programs are provided to LEP students. OELA will focus its efforts on professional development, program evaluation, discretionary grants, technical assistance and dissemination, the LEP Partnership, and the assistance provided by the National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition (NCELA). OELA will ensure that there is appropriate coordination with OESE on these matters.

    Additionally, SASA's Early Childhood and Reading Group will be reassigned to OESE's Academic Improvement and Teacher Quality Programs office. This will permit all of OESE's reading programs to be located in the same office and improve coordination of those programs from early childhood (Early Reading First) to high school (Striving Readers).

    I will update you periodically as the implementation plan for these changes move forward. These changes are expected to take effect in Fall 2008.

    Zollie

We'll continue to monitor this area and let you know how it's likely to affect your work.
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Grading Changes To Appear in July 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In a June 17 presentation to the PAEC Leadership Conference, Bureau Chief Juan Copa reviewed grading changes to take effect in the soon-to-be-announced school grades. While much attention has been focused on the changes in high school grading, those changes won't take effect until school year 2009-2010.

Less attention has been focused on the April actions of the State Board of Education that will change the calculations of all schools' grades. The change affects the requirement for growth in the lowest quartile in reading and math.

Current Policy
Until now, schools that earn enough points to receive a "C" or above had to demonstrate that at least 50 percent of their lowest-performing students were making learning gains in reading and math. If a school didn't meet that requirement, it lost one grade level (for example, from a "C" to a "D".)

State Board Changes
The new rule, which amends 6A-1.09981, FAC, adds two additional ways for a school to demonstrate learning gains. They are:

1) If a school with a "C" or higher has at least 40% of its lowest performing students making learning gains in reading and math, AND the percentage of such students making learning gains is higher than the prior year, it will not be lowered a grade level; OR

2) If a school with a "C" or higher has fewer than 40% of its lowest performing students making learning gains, but it has at least 5 percent improvement (i.e., from 33% to 38%), it will not be lowered a grade level.

Questions should be addressed to the Florida Department of Education's Evaluation and Reporting section at evalnrpt@fldoe.org or (850) 245-0411.



	

	We've received so many questions about Ethica's services that we developed a handout. Read it on the home page! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As always, 

...visit our web site at www.EthicaLLC.com
...send me an email at Cheryl@EthicaLLC.com
...or give us a call! 850.766.7216

If you have a different email address for the summer months, you won't want to miss the Ethica Extra! Send in that address and we'll make sure you stay in the know.
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