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At a September meeting held for district assessment and accountability coordinators Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) administrators described a sweeping set of changes that will start rolling out this current school year - leading up to an entirely new assessment system in 2011 that isn't even named yet. The most widely known change, the legislatively directed loss of the Norm-Referenced Test (NRT), is just the tip of the sandbar. Many third-graders relied on a computer-based NRT retake to advance to the fourth grade; now, the state is holding rule-making workshops to determine how to handle third-grade retention. (See this announcement.)
 
Also missing from this year's FCAT will be the multiple-choice sections of the writing test. Schools focusing on improving writing as part of their improvement plans should rely on only the prompt score as an indicator of where work is needed, since students will no longer be helped or penalized by multiple-choice items about the writing process.
 
Math isn't immune from changes either. The new math standards were adopted in September 2007, and a new set of assessment items are currently being developed. However, this year's FCAT will include the items in the current item bank that best match the new, Next Generation Standards. So, in essence, the new standards are in effect now.
 
Science and reading, in contrast, are fairly stable - this year. Senate Bill 1908 requires the FLDOE to have a plan in place to revise the language arts standards by December, and the new science standards, adopted by the State Board in February, will soon show up in new assessments. 

 
High Schools 

At the high school level, there are more questions than answers. Florida is moving to end-of-course exams, first developing Algebra I and a Grade 11 "comprehensive" test that would be given in the fall starting in 2011. This test would address math beyond Algebra I, and the benchmarks have not been set. In science, end-of-course exams are being developed for Biology and "another science." As these new tests are developed, Florida will have to figure out how to transition from the FCAT to a new test - and the transition will affect AYP and school grades as well as retention and graduation. Typically, when a new test is introduced, scores tumble and then gradually improve. Old scores also are not comparable to new scores, thereby interrupting the continuous improvement process anticipated by NCLB. One cohort of students - those currently in grade 8 - will be especially affected because they will begin high school under the current FCAT, but should they fail it, any retakes would occur when the new assessment is in place. There is an ongoing conversation at the DOE about how to best handle this cohort.
 
English-Language Learners
A hotly debated topic at the meeting should be familiar to most Title I administrators: English-language learners (ELLs). FDOE reminded participants that ELLs must participate in FCAT Reading and Writing unless they have been receiving services for a year or less and the Limited-English Proficiency (LEP) Committee determines that an alternate assessment would be more appropriate. In those cases, the student must participate in the alternate assessment. In math and science, there are no ELL exemptions. But new to the crowd were a number of changes in the use of CELLA and the links between Title III and Title I. 
 
Title III has a set of requirements that intertwine with Title I. Where Title I has AYP, Title III has AMAOs - annual measurable achievement objectives. There are three AMAOs established under No Child Left Behind, and according to Mary Jane Tappan, the FLDOE will, by the end of September, notify each district of its compliance in each of these areas. If the State fails to do so, all Title III funding is in jeopardy. Districts that miss AMAOs for 2 or 4 years must develop improvement plans. One issue not yet clear is what year the baseline will be - this year, with CELLA in place - or 2002, the year NCLB was enacted.
 
The AMAOs are:
 
1. Student gains (combined, K-12, for each CELLA domain)
2. Student proficiency (measured on CELLA)
3. Adequate Yearly Progress, as defined under Title I 
 
Unlike AYP, AMAOs apply only at the district level. To date, Florida has not had any of these in place, and one finding from the Title I monitoring visit was that Florida's districts had different NRT exit scores used to exit ELLs from language programs. As of April, under new State Board rules, districts may no longer use different cut scores. FLDOE is scheduled to announce the statewide exit criteria any minute. With the NRT gone, there will be much greater emphasis on CELLA and the FCAT. A Title III advisory group is working with FLDOE on these decisions.
CELLA, meanwhile, now has proficiency levels set for its three domains of reading, writing, and listening/speaking. 
 
Students with Disabilities
Bambi Lockman, special education bureau chief, said FLDOE is on track with its alternate assessment. In fact, the Department expects to hear "any day" from the US Department of Education about its July 2008 submission. FLDOE is on notice to "stay on track" with this assessment; this is a formal condition on the state's Title I funds.
 
Lockman warned attendees against testing specific learning disability (SLD) students on the alternate assessment. Why? Each district can test any number of special education students on the alternate assessment - but it can only use those scores for 1 percent of its students. If a district exceeds this cap, SLD student scores revert to non-proficient, which of course impacts AYP. Waivers can be granted - but only to districts that either:
 
House multi-district programs for students with significant cognitive disabilities; or Are very small, such that a slight change in number of students produces a large change in percentage. Meanwhile, FLDOE is working on curriculum to support teachers in teaching the access points for special education students. 
 
Many new resources are available to support assessment - see below!

New Assessment Resources
 
A number of new products are now available to help schools and districts with the FCAT. They are:
 
A crosswalk between old and new math benchmarks (science is forthcoming) www.fldoestem.org/page362.aspx
 
Revised science course descriptions matching new science standards (DRAFT) www.floridastandards.org/index.aspx 

2007 FCAT Science Grade 8 Test and Answer Key (includes percentages of students who answered correctly, cognitive complexity, etc.) These are considered "state-approved" materials rather than FCAT prep. Also to be posted are a rubric for extended-response items and scoring flow charts. (Materials will be posted after Florida Association of Science Supervisors meeting.) www.fass.cecs.ucf.edu 

FCAT Explorer for grades 5, 8, 11 www.fcatexplorer.com 


FCAT Science Lessons Learned. This is another report in the series - math and reading were released early in 2008. The reports provide extensive analysis of statewide trends on the FCAT, including strengths and weaknesses, and suggestions for instruction. Available in print "soon."
 
COMING: FCAT Writing Lessons Learned - December 2009

Ethica Extra! Must Change 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ethica Extra will soon have a new name - and a new price. Thank you for all of your kind comments. I love writing this newsletter and am so glad you find it useful. However, love doesn't go far toward paying the mortgage. 

 

As of December, the newsletter will be available by subscription only. Clients will continue to receive the newsletter free.  Stay tuned for more information!



	

	COMING: The High School Grading Controversy

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As always, 

...visit our web site at www.EthicaLLC.com
...send me an email at Cheryl@EthicaLLC.com
...or give us a call! 850.766.7216
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