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	Continuing Resolution Adds Homeless Funds, Spares Reading First
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 School districts enrolling an influx of homeless students due to the recent hurricanes may qualify for part of $15M in additional McKinney-Vento funds included in H.R. 2638, currently awaiting the president's signature. The bill, "Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009," keeps the government running through March 6, essentially ruling out the need for a lame-duck budget session after the November election. It's primarily a homeland security bill, but includes McKinney funds under a "school improvement programs" section, as follows: 

 

School Improvement Programs
For an additional amount for `School Improvement Programs' for education for homeless children and youths (as defined in section 725 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a)), $15,000,000, to remain available through September 30, 2009: Provided, That such funds shall be made available, based on demonstrated need, only to local educational agencies whose enrollment of homeless students has increased as a result of hurricanes, floods, and other natural disasters occurring during 2008 for which the President declared a major disaster under title IV of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act of 1974: Provided further, That such funds shall be used for the activities described in section 723(d) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 11433(d)) and services provided using such funds shall comply with paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 723(a) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 11433(a)): Provided further, That the local educational agency requirements described in paragraphs (3) through (7) of section 722(g) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 11432(g)) shall apply: Provided further, That the Secretary of Education shall distribute these funds to such local educational agencies not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment of this Act. (emphasis added) 
 
Other Effects 

The continuing resolution essentially puts all budget decisions regarding education "on hold" - so any program slated for elimination, like Reading First, gets a stay of execution. However, funds cannot be used to revive programs already eliminated, such as Title V. The President is expected to sign the Act, although it might not get much press in the current controversy over the financial bailout.
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As always, 

...visit our web site at www.EthicaLLC.com
...send me an email at Cheryl@EthicaLLC.com
...or give us a call! 850.766.7216
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