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In this issue... 

Migrant Regulations On the Way! 

Reading First - or is it Last 

Florida Helps Homeless 

Welcome back to Ethica Extra! Each week, we hope to bring you news and interpretation that will be helpful to you - and that you're not likely to get anywhere else. 

If you do want to know more - read on! If you like what you read - tell a friend.

On this final day of Florida's legislative session, I am thinking of all of you. Cheryl



	Final Migrant Regulations Due Soon 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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At last week's National Migrant Education Conference in Orlando, the talk was all about regulations. After nearly a year in which the US Department of Education has considered the public comments submitted on its wide-ranging draft proposal, final regulations are expected in late May or June.

The regulatory process is part of the Office of Migrant Education's response to an investigation by the Office of the Inspector General, which found fraud in several instances; for example, Puerto Rico was found to have mis-qualified 100 percent of its "migrant" students. All states were asked to undertake a "voluntary" quality control process by re-interviewing migrant families. The percentage difference between the families originally qualified and those found to be unqualified during the re-interview is referred to by the USDE as the "defect rate." Florida had a particularly difficult time with the re-interview process, as it took place right after several hurricanes battered the state. The entire re-interviewing concept raises important questions in the migrant community, particularly in the context of immigration concerns and the possibility of deportation.

The draft regulations would impose a strict, and undoubtedly costly, new re-interviewing process. And any new regulations will come on top of the just-implemented MSIX data collection system.

Among the other, also very important, changes proposed by the USDE are:

*Changing numerous program definitions, including those for agricultural activity, fishing, initial processing, and principal means of livelihood;

*Restricting qualifying activities to those connected to meteorological "seasons";

*Eliminating dairy workers from the definition of migrant;

*Adding a requirement for educators to determine the intent of a move, and excluding moves that coincide with vacations or other non-work reasons;

*Requiring more verification of temporary work;

*Requiring a national certificate of eligibility;

*Adding a requirement for measureable outcomes; and

*Adjusting the allocations formula by using the "defect" rate.

We have developed a side-by-side comparison of the original and proposed regulations, together with some of the public comments submitted. Read it here.

Need a one-on-one consultation on what this would mean for your district, or a presentation to your board? Call us! And ALWAYS comment on proposed regulations, whether as a private citizen or an official district representative. It makes a difference!
Reading First Finishes Last 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In a report that deals a stunning blow to the highest-profile program of the Bush administration, a study released May 1 says that Reading First makes no difference in student reading comprehension. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings had no comment on the report, although Institute of Education Sciences Director Dr. Russ Whitehurst offered several, competing explanations for the results.

The program has been controversial since its inception, and a series of reports by the Inspector General found conflicts of interest, mismanagement, and poor oversight. However, districts and states have praised the program's resources and its focus on reading. This study is the first scientific examination of the program's success.

Not only did the study find that there was no significant improvement in comprehension - in essence, that students with Reading First did no better than students without Reading First - it also found that:

*The program reduced the percentage of students engaged with print in grade two, and made no difference in grade one;

*The impacts on classroom instruction and student reading comprehension have not changed consistently over time (so impact is not increasing with program maturity);

*Programs that received funding earlier, performed worse than programs that received funding more recently. The study offers the possibility that this may be because later-funded schools received more per student;

The study did find that Reading First teachers were spending approximately 10 more minutes on reading per day.

Congressional comments that appeared elsewhere seem to indicate that the program will be thoroughly re-examined during the upcoming reauthorization. The full report, as well as an executive summary, are available here. A final report is due out in 2009.

Inspired to call your Congressional delegation? Visit WWW.EthicaLLC.com for tips and contact information.
Governor Crist Signs Food for Homeless Bill 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In a legislative session full of debates over teaching evolution, requirements for teachers of English-language learners, subjects to be included in the FCAT, and the definition of school grades - not to mention teacher ethics and budget woes - the homeless community got an unexpected gift. Spurred by a middle-school student, the Florida legislature passed, and the Governor signed May 2, a bill designed to help restaurants give away uneaten food to charity without liability concerns. Similar laws have long been the case in other states, where food banks routinely collect leftovers from events, restaurants, bakeries and grocery stores and re-route this largesse to the needy. In Florida, however, such businesses have felt limited by the fact that, should a mishap occur, they would bear the liability.

According to the mainstream media, Jack Davis was breakfasting at a restaurant buffet, when he asked a restaurant staffer what happened to the leftover food. When he learned it was thrown away, he decided to put civics into action. The bill is now known as "Jack's Law." 

Florida has 50,000 identified homeless students, and many others who go hungry. In a tough legislative session, this is a very bright spot.

Here are the particulars:

CS/SB 276 - Food Donation by Public Food Service Establishment [EPCC]
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GENERAL BILL   by Judiciary and Rich (CO-SPONSORS) Haridopolos; Jones; King; Dean; Hill; Geller; Fasano; Aronberg; Gaetz; Wise; Baker; Joyner; Siplin; Deutch; Saunders; Ring; Bullard; Dockery; Wilson

Food Donation by Public Food Service Establishment [EPCC]: Designates this act as the "Jack Davis Florida Restaurant Lending a Helping Hand Act." Amends provisions regarding liability for canned or perishable food distributed free of charge. Expands the definition of "perishable food" to include foods that have been prepared at licensed public food service establishments, etc.

Effective Date: 07/01/2008 

Last Event: 04/22/08 Approved by Governor; Chapter No. 2008-25 -SJ 00744 on Tuesday, April 22, 2008 4:58 PM 



Do you know your district's responsibilities for homeless children? Let us know how we can help you.


	

	Ethica can help you keep up with the latest news that affects you. For a free overview of services we can provide ... 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

...visit our web site at www.EthicaLLC.com

...send me an email Cheryl@EthicaLLC.com

...or give me a call! 850.766.7216



