Tips on Commenting to the US Department of Education
Whenever the US Department of Education undertakes a significant action – developing new grant requirements, regulations, or information requests – it must publish a draft in the Federal Register, and it must ask for public comment. When final decisions are published, the US Department must respond to those public comments – it must explain why it chose to make changes due to public comments, or why it believes that the public interest is not served by making requested changes. Generally, the Department does make changes in response to public comment!
Here is what you should know if you’d like to comment:

1. Meet the deadline. There is usually either a 30- or 60-day limit for public comments. Nothing is accepted after the deadline. Speak now, or forever hold your peace!

2. Your comments become public record. Upon request, any member of the public can get a copy of, and review, all public comments. Reporters routinely review these comments and sometimes contact commentors – or publish comments without contacting a commentor. Know your district’s or school’s public relations policy, and if your comment might be controversial, either ensure that you submit it as a private citizen or that you notify appropriate supervisors.
3. Department officials also may call you to follow-up on a comment. Make sure you include enough contact information so that you may be reached.

4. It is more useful to explain your position rather than to just state your support for, or opposition to, a proposed requirement. 

a. Give some background. Are you a small district? An ESE teacher? 

b. Provide details on your position. Do you believe your district, students, etc., would be harmed by the proposed requirement? Why?

c. If you have specific data, provide that too. Using real numbers & dollars helps to make your situation real.

d. Be specific. Exactly what section of the proposed requirements are you commenting on? Is there a specific word or phrase that is problematic? Is something unclear?

e. Suggest an alternative. Sometimes a small change can make a big difference at the local level. You are the expert!

5. If the issue is very important to you and to others, recruit others to comment as well. Numbers do matter.

