Accountability

	Title I, Part A Monitoring Area I: Accountability

	1.1 -- SEA has approved system of academic content standards, academic achievement standards and assessments (including alternate assessments) for all required subjects and grades, or has an approved timeline for developing them.
Finding (1): The FDE continues its use of an alternative assessment procedure for some English language learners with less than one year of English language services instead of participating in the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT), and includes these scores in adequate yearly progress (AYP). The "List of Assessment Instruments for use as the English language learner (ELL) Alternative Assessment" includes reading as well as mathematics tests. The alternative assessments must meet the same technical quality standards and be comparable to the FCAT.

Citation: Section 1111(b)(C)(iii) of the ESEA requires that state assessments be used for purposes for which such assessments are valid and reliable, and be consistent with relevant, nationally recognized professional and technical standards. Section 1111 (b)(3)(C)(ix)(III) of the ESEA requires state assessments that provide for the inclusion of limited English proficient students, who shall be assessed in a valid and reliable manner.

Further action required: These alternative assessments and procedures must be presented for peer review in March 2008 or their use must be discontinued for AYP purposes.

Finding (2): Definitions of limited English proficient (LEP) students and criteria for student exit from the LEP subgroup may vary across LEAs in the state due to flexibility the state allows for districts in defining criteria for student exit from the LEP subgroup. The FDE permits districts to use different cut scores for English language proficiency tests to determine LEP status.

Citation: Section 1111(b)(2)(v)(I)(dd) of the ESEA requires AYP determinations for LEP students. Section 1111(b)(2)(C)(ii) requires that AYP progress shall be defined by the State in a manner that is statistically valid and reliable.

Further action required: For the purposes of AYP calculation and accountability reporting, the FDE must use a consistent cut score for English language proficiency tests to determine membership in the LEP subgroup. The Consent Decree indicates that the minimum a student may score to be exited from the ESOL program and be classified as a former English Language learner is at the 33rd percentile. Therefore, for the purposes of AYP calculation and accountability reporting, students who score at least at the 33rd percentile on the English language proficiency test will be included in the LEP subgroup. The FDE must clearly document these policies for LEAs and schools and provide documentation of these policies to ED along with evidence that such documentation has been provided to LEAs and schools.


1.3 -- The SEA has published an annual report card as required and an Annual Report to the Secretary.
Finding: The FDE's State Report Card does not include student achievement at each proficiency level on the State academic assessments.

Citation: Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(i) and (ii) of the ESEA requires that the State annual report card include in the aggregate, on student achievement at each proficiency level on the State academic assessments described in subsection (b)(3).

Further action required: For 2007-2008, the FDE must add the required information noted above to its State report card and submit the revised report, or a web link to it, to ED.

	1.4 -- The SEA has ensured that LEAs have published annual report cards as required.
Finding: The FDE's LEA Report Card did not include student achievement at each proficiency level on the State academic assessments.

Citation: Section 1111(h)(2)(B) of the ESEA requires that the SEA shall ensure that each local educational agency collects appropriate data and includes in the local educational agency's annual report the information described in paragraph (1)(C) as applied to the local educational agency and each school served by the local educational agency. This includes:

	 
	●
	Information, in the aggregate and disaggregated by required subgroups, on student achievement at each proficiency level on the State academic assessments

	 
	●
	Information that provides a comparison between the actual achievement levels of each group of students and the State's annual measurable objectives on each of the academic assessments required under this part;

	 
	●
	The percentage of students not tested for all required groups;

	 
	●
	The most recent 2-year trend in student achievement in each subject area, and for each grade level, for which assessments under this section are required;

	 
	●
	Aggregate information on any other indicators used by the State;

	 
	●
	Graduation rates for secondary school students;

	 
	●
	Information on the performance of LEAs regarding making adequate yearly progress, including the number and names of each school identified for school improvement under section 1116; and

	 
	●
	The professional qualifications of teachers in the State, the percentage of such teachers teaching with emergency or provisional credentials, and the percentage of classes in the State not taught by highly qualified teachers, in the aggregate and disaggregated by high-poverty compared to low-poverty schools

	Further action required: For 2007-2008, the FDE must submit to ED templates or web links to LEA report cards that include the missing required elements listed in this finding, i.e., student achievement at each proficiency level on the State academic assessments.


